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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to update the Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 

progress since the publication of the Air Quality Task Force‟s Air Quality Action Plan 
report in December 2020. 
 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 It is recommended that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee: 
 

a) note the contents of the report; 
b) recognise and support the need for collective action on air quality by all partners 

and communities across the Liverpool City Region;  
c) recognise the considerable progress that has been made in a number of key 

areas of the Action Plan and its incorporation into the Climate Action Plan, along 
with robust monitoring activities; and 

d) support the Combined Authority‟s proposals to develop a Year 2-5 Climate 
Action Plan that fits within the 2040 Pathway to net zero carbon. 
 

 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 In spring 2018 the Committee established a Task and Finish Group to explore, and 

make recommendations on the issue of poor air quality. A detailed report was 
developed together with a series of recommendations. These were presented to, 
and agreed unanimously by the Combined Authority in June 2018. 

 
3.2 One of the recommendations agreed by the Combined Authority concerned the 

establishment of an Air Quality Task Force on a time limited basis, tasked with 
developing a city region-wide action plan. This approach was considered vital in 
clearly setting out the LCRCA‟s approach to taking action on a Liverpool City 



Region footing, recognising that statutory air quality plans have been developed at 
local authority level, but not at a strategic level. 

 
3.3 The Air Quality Task Force was launched in March 2019 under the leadership of Cllr 

Liam Robinson, Portfolio Holder for Transport and Air Quality. It was agreed that the 
group would meet for a period of one year, guided by a work plan, and with a review 
after six months. The group‟s draft action plan was reported to, and endorsed by the 
Combined Authority in November 2019 ahead of further planned engagement and 
refinement. 

 
3.4 In finalising the plan, circumstances changed radically from March 2020 as the 

COVID-19 pandemic took hold across the country. It further highlighted the 
vulnerability of people and the economy from health and environmental factors and 
reasserted the clear link between good health and all aspects of daily life. Improved 
air quality also formed a “green shoot” as traffic levels declined very significantly at 
the height of lockdown restrictions. The pandemic also reaffirmed the importance of 
the measures in this plan and the imperative to tackle poor air quality and address 
its harm to health, especially in the context of the Combined Authority‟s Economic 
Recovery Plan.  

 
3.5 The plan was subsequently finalised by the Task Force, and adopted by the 

Combined Authority in December 2020.  The covering report and plan are available 
to read in full at the hyperlinks below:- 

 
https://moderngov.merseytravel.gov.uk/documents/s50445/Finalising%20the%20LCRC
As%20Air%20Quality%20Action%20Plan.pdf  

 
https://www.liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/air-quality/ 

 
 
4. INTEGRATING AIR QUALITY INTO THE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
 
4.1 In finalising the Air Quality Plan, it was agreed to conclude the work of the Air Quality 

Task Force.  However, in doing this, the Combined Authority resolved to integrate the 
plan with the work of the LCR Climate Partnership, reflecting that the issues at stake 
were too important to be allowed to stall.   

 
4.2 This also recognised the natural links between addressing poor air quality and reducing 

carbon emissions. Equally, the transition to net zero carbon by 2040, particularly in 
transport and industrial sectors, was seen as being transformative to air quality in the 
Liverpool City Region, therefore it was appropriate to include the plan within the Climate 
Partnership‟s remit. 

 
4.3 The Climate Partnership was established in May 2020 to provide expert advice and 

support towards the LCR Climate Action Plan, helping to mitigate the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency and reach net zero carbon by 2040. 

 
4.4 A Year One Climate Action Plan was developed to ensure that opportunities for early 

action are not missed, enabling early achievements in the City Region to be captured. 
To  structure  and  guide  the  actions, nine themes have been used which encompass 
the breadth of environmental concerns across the City Region (see Figure 1 below), 
including air quality as a headline theme. The themes are aligned to the UN SDGs  
(Sustainable Development Goals) to enable reporting against this internationally 
recognised framework. 

https://moderngov.merseytravel.gov.uk/documents/s50445/Finalising%20the%20LCRCAs%20Air%20Quality%20Action%20Plan.pdf
https://moderngov.merseytravel.gov.uk/documents/s50445/Finalising%20the%20LCRCAs%20Air%20Quality%20Action%20Plan.pdf
https://www.liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/air-quality/


 

 
Figure 1 Nine themes create a framework for action in the Climate Action Plan 

 
4.5 The Air Quality Action Plan set out a series of short and longer-term actions across four 

main areas, aligned to the key stakeholders responsible for these actions: 

 Actions by the LCR Combined Authority 

 Actions by the constituent local authorities and partners, supported by the LCR 
Combined Authority 

 Actions for the Liverpool City Region‟s residents, communites and businesses; and 

 Actions for escalation nationally with central government or its agencies. 
 
4.6 In order to integrate these actions, a comprehensive monitoring dashboard was 

prepared, which set outline timescales and action owners against as many actions as 
possible. Those actions which were scheduled for delivery within the year to April 2022 
were included in the Year One Climate Action Plan. 

 
4.7 Progress against each of the actions in the Year One Climate Action Plan are collated 

on a quarterly basis and reported to the Climate Partnership. The figures below show 
the outputs of the Q1 and Q2 Year One Climate Action Plan monitoring dashboard, 
emphasising the air quality specific actions. 

 



 
Figure 2 Quarter 1 (Q1) and Quarter 2 (Q2) progress on Year One Climate Action Plan 

 

 
Figure 3 Expanded progress on each section of the Year One Climate Action Plan, highlighting Air Quality Actions 

 
5. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 Financial 
 

The financial implications of achieving action are embedded within the costs of 
implementation of measures. For example, capital schemes that have improved air 
quality as an outcome will include these costs and benefits. Other sources of funding 
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including DEFRA grant funds are being explored where possible. There is a small 
budget available within the CA to support air quality monitoring and modelling 
capabilities. Recent government funding announcements on support for public 
transport, active travel and decarbonisation efforts are welcomed as a modal shift from 
private cars will result in improved air quality. The CA is keen to secure other sources of 
funding to enable a scaling up of action across all local authorities and will continue to 
lobby for such funding to be made available. 

 
5.2 Human Resources 

 
A small team responsible for climate and environmental matters has now been set up 
with a remit of leading on the Climate Partnership, Climate Action Plan and the 
environmental themes it encompasses, including Air Quality. 

 
5.3 Physical Assets 

 
No direct implications for physical assets have been identified at this time. 

 
5.4 Information Technology 

 
There are potential information technology implications associated with the CA‟s 
responsibility to collate and model air quality data received from the local authorities to 
populate and update the Atmospheric Emission Inventory (AEI).  
 

 
6. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1 The UK Environment Bill is anticipated to receive Royal Assent late in 2021. It is 

unknown whether the Bill will set further legal duties on the CA and/or on local 
authorities however early indications are that this is likely to be the case. 

 
 
7.  RISKS AND MITIGATION 
 
7.1 Environmental threats including climate change and air quality pose a significant 

risk to residents and businesses in the City Region. Failure to act on these threats 
poses a risk in terms of health and wellbeing, finance/economic performance and 
reputation.  

 
 
8.  EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
8.1 Evidence shows that the areas of LCR that have the highest levels of deprivation 

are also those that experience highest levels of air pollution, typically those most 
affected by road traffic on main arterial routes. Measures to improve air quality will 
have greatest benefit to those areas.  

 
 
9.  COMMUNICATION ISSUES 
 
9.1 Actions set out in the Air Quality Action Plan (and included in the Year One Climate 

Action Plan) have resulted in considerable improvements to communications, 
including wide stakeholder engagement on climate and environmental matters, 



public media campaigns „the best vehicle for short journeys is you” and enhanced 
web content targeting information at residents and children “Let’s Clear the Air” and 
“Clean Air Crew”. 

 
 
10.  CONCLUSION 
 
10.1 Since the publication of the Air Quality Action Plan in December 2020, considerable 

progress has been made to embed the work of the Task Force into the wider 
climate focussed work of the Combined Authority.  

 
10.2 The Air Quality Action Plan has been embedded into the Year One Climate Action 

Plan and is firmly in scope for future action plan that are programmed publication in 
2022.  

 
10.3 Significant action has taken place to achieve the actions included in the Air Quality 

Action Plan; progress is monitored and reported on a quarterly basis. 
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